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thinkstretch  summer learning program

Playground study sessions provide a place for students to work 
on their Summer Learning Books and receive adult help. 

 
day:      time:    

location:  
Please arrive 5–10 minutes early to lay out blankets and welcome students.

supplies:  

Picnic blankets Pencils   Parent Guide 

Popsicles Patience

Playground study session rules

•	 No	monkey	business.	Students	in	the	study	area	should	be	working	on	their	books.		

•	 Study	sessions	are	not	a	“drop-off”	activity	for	young	students.

•	 Older	students	who	are	dropped	off	must	sign-in	and	have	a	“pick-up”	plan

•	 Babysitting	is	not	provided	for	younger	siblings.

Volunteer Role

•	 Review	writing	assignments	and	offer	encouragement.
	 Choose	only	one	element	of	writing	–	punctuation,	spelling,	or	a	run-on	sentence	to	improve.
	 Offer	praise	and	encouragement	for	writing	completed.

•	 Help	with	math	worksheets.

•	 Correct	math	worksheets.	Answer	sheets	are	in	the	Parent	Guide.

•	 Celebrate	work	completed!	

Playground Volunteer Guide

game ideas 
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Estimation contest 
Guess	and	measure	distances	between	points.	Choose	
a	point	on	the	playground.	Have	each	child	estimate	
how	many	steps	to	that	point.	Walk	it	off	and	tally	
how	close	each	guess	was	to	the	actual	distance.	Try	
different	distances	and	different	measurements.	How	
many	hands	long?	How	many	foot	lengths?	

Parent Guide
Play	one	of	the	math	games	from	the	parent 
guide	and	help	a	child	complete	a	bonus	activity.

Never-ending Story
Begin	a	story	by	saying	“It	was	a	dark	and	stormy	night	
when…”	Finish	the	sentence.	Now	have	each	child	add	
onto	the	story	with	a	few	sentences	of	his/her	own.

So Tiny Hunt
Mark	off	a	small	square	in	the	grass.	Have	the	kids	try	
to	find	at	least	ten	things	in	that	small	area.	Look	for	
bugs,	pebbles,	different	kinds	of	grass	and	weeds,	and	
seedpods.	It	can	be	surprising	how	many	different	things	
can	be	noticed	in	a	small	space	if	we	pay	attention.

Math Facts Contest
Using	the	problems	in	a	Summer	Learning	book,	say	the	
math	fact	and	have	kids	shout	out	the	answers.	Kids	
can	be	divided	into	teams.

Penny Drop
Explore	how	fast	things	fall.	Have	the	kids	collect	a	
handful	of	small	items.	Time	how	long	it	takes	each	
item	to	fall	using	a	watch,	cell	phone,	or	counting	out	
loud.	Now	drop	two	items	of	different	weights	at	the	
same	time.	Were	you	surprised	by	the	results?	Do	
items	of	different	weights	fall	at	the	same	speed?	(They	
should,	unless	the	object,	like	a	feather,	has	a	shape	that	
helps	it	float	down.)	

I Spy
I	Spy	is	a	great	game	for	spotting	nature.	Play	the	
traditional	way	by	saying	“I	spy	with	my	little	eye	
something	red.”	Challenge	the	children	to	spy	 
two	brown	birds,	or	three	different	yellow	flowers.

Get Physical! 

Play	“Simon	Says”	to	practice	attention	and	
instruction	following	skills.	Try	“Tag”	to	work	on	
physical	fitness	and	strategy	skills.	Measure	out	a	
raceway	and	time	the	children	running,	walking	or	
skipping	the	distance.	Have	fun!	

Playground Volunteer Guide

Work Done? Play a game!
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