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Tips for a Successful Student Kick-Off

Student Kick off Agenda

1.  Welcome Students

2.  Remind students of the accomplishments
of school year

3.  Introduce the ThinkStretch Program 

4.  Show the DVD

5.  Perform a Summer Learning Loss Skit 

6.  Show the books and medals to students

Different schools have used different formats for the 
assembly. Try to keep it short, fun, and full of praise.

Format Choice: Full school assembly 
or small group presentation

If possible, it is preferred to host a full school 
assembly. Students see that every student is 
participating and that every student has the 
opportunity to earn an achievement medal. 
However, time and space constraints can make 
gathering a full school difficult. A few other options 
are: classroom kick offs, lunch time presentations, 
and partial school assemblies or school news shows.

SKit 1:   BAlloonS leAKing Knowledge

Invite three students to the stage. Offer a balloon to each 
child with a balloon pump. Have all three students pump 
their balloons full. Say a few words about how much 
knowledge the students have learned this year and how 
full their heads (balloons) are. Now have one or two 
students let their knowledge leak out by pulling the 
opening of the balloon tight and letting air leak out. Ask 
the students how they would like to return to school – 
with a head still full of knowledge or with a droopy less full 
head (leaky balloon.)

SKit 2:   ClimBing to Knowledge

Invite three students to the stage. Have one child stand 
and two children stand on chairs. Describe the “shortest” 
child as how much knowledge the students had when they 
began their grade level. Then talk about how they learned 
so much that now they are up higher (on the chairs). Now 
have one child step off the chair and talk about how losing 
learning is like going back to where the student started at 
the beginning of the year. Variation: One child sitting, one 
on knees and one standing to represent knowledge levels.

summer learning loss skits
add a spark to the assembly

Sp
rin

g:
 S

te
p 

2

Exciting students about summer learning is an important part of 
building a summer learning culture within your school. The key 
ingredients to a successful Kick-Off are enthusiasm, excitement, and 
encouragement. And remember — kids love to learn!


