Spring: Step 3

THINKStretch suMMER LEARNING PROGRAM

Summer Communication

Dear Program Coordinators,

Parents appreciate a weekly reminder about the ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program.

The idea of keeping up skills over the summer and returning the workbook to school will be

new to some of your families.

You are just beginning on your journey to develop a culture of summer learning and

appreciation. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. Please be

sure to like us on Facebook. Terrific conversations and ideas are shared there by program

coordinators across the country.

All best,
Donna Lasinski

888-777-8182 x501 |

ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

Welcome to Summer Vacation! It is time to get started on your
ThinkStretch Summer Learning workbook. The key to success this
week is establishing a summer routine:

e Setaside aregular time for reading every day - first thing in the
morning, as an afternoon break, or in the evening

e Find a place to keep the ThinkStretch summer workbook so your
child always knows where to find it

e |nitial pages 2 and 3 inside the front cover of the ThinkStretch
workbook every time your child completes an activity

Keeping a summer routine is one way to maintain school year learning

habits - and it can make your summer less hectic and more enjoyable!

Summer Adventure Idea: Discover a new park. Parks offer
exploration, adventure and nature - everything that makes
summer fun!

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at
www.facebook.com/thinkstretch

734-997-7265 | Lasinski@thinkstretch.com

ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

Congratulations, you have one week completed and your summer
routine established. The key to success this week is to play a math game
from pages 12 and 13 in the Parent Guide to Summer with your child.

Math skills are lost very quickly when they are not used. Make
practicing math fun by playing Don’t Pig Out or Battle. When you are
done, initial the bonus activity on page 3 in your student’s workbook.

Summer Adventure Idea: Find a museum to visit. To make the trip
interesting for kids, look up the museum on its website and find three
items in its collection. Make a mini-scavenger hunt out of your trip by
challenging your children to find those 3 items!

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at
www.facebook.com/thinkstretch
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ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

It is really starting to feel like summer now. Parents consistently say
summer is the most difficult time to make sure that their children
have productive things to do.

On pages 15 and 16 in your Parent Guide to Summer you can find
ideas that parents have shared with us over the years. These are
great, easy things to do with your kids that make summer fun and
memorable.

Summer Adventure Idea: Find a Hands-on-Museum near you.
Check out en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_children’s_museums_in_the_
United_States for a location near you!

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at
www.facebook.com/thinkstretch

ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

It may be time to look for more books to read. Studies show that
children read more when they pick what they want to read.

Take a trip to the library and let your child check out books they are
interested in. You can also find inexpensive books at thrift shops,
garage sales and church rummage sales. Children are much more
likely to finish a book that they have chosen themselves.

Summer Adventure Idea: Visit a new library this summer. Take a
drive to the next town or just the other side of town. Libraries have
wonderful activities, events and, of course, books!

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at www.
facebook.com/thinkstretch
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ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

You should have at least four weeks completed now and your student
will have earned a bronze medal. Students who experience the least
summer learning loss have parents who:

take children to the library and check out books while they are there,
e read to children for longer periods of time,
e check their child’s homework, and
e have higherexpectations for their child’s school conduct.

You can make the difference this summer and help your child return
to school confident and ready to learn!

Summer Adventure Idea: Visit an Art Museum. Or an art gallery.
Or a neighbor who makes art. Ask your child what they think the art
work is made of? Do they like it? Don’t be surprised if you disagree
about what makes art “art”!

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at
www.facebook.com/thinkstretch

ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

Summer is in full swing. The key to success this week is to go out and
explore. Summer is an important time for kids to find new interests
and spend time trying out new things.

Take a moment to make a list with your children of new things to try
before summer is over. Bowling? Swimming? Hiking? Bike Riding? We
can get so used to doing the same things over and over we forget to
try something new. Reading comprehension is better when kids have
lots of experiences to help them make connections with the text.

Summer Adventure Idea: Act like a tourist in your hometown! Check
out your local tourism center or the state’s website on things to do. It
can be fun to discover a new local treasure.

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at www.
facebook.com/thinkstretch
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ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

Summer is more than half over already! Your child should have
completed at least 6 of the 8 weeks of lessons at this point. With six
lessons complete, your child has now earned a silver medal.

Rainy days can lead to cries of “I'm bored!” Finding fun, safe,
educational websites can help on days when kids are stuck indoors.

Visit www.thinkstretch.com and click on Just for Kids. You will find
links to educational websites that both your kids and you can enjoy
together. Take the time to explore something new, like deep sea fish
or how crayons are made.

Summer Adventure Idea: Dive into a new topic. Pick something -
alligators, how cars are made, or the recipe for empanadas. Become
experts on the topic and share your new knowledge at a family dinner!

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at www.
facebook.com/thinkstretch

ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

Summer is a wonderful time for kids to play outdoors. However,
summer for some children means more TV and video game time.

Summer vacation can put some children at a higher risk of obesity.
Make sure that your child is playing actively several times through
out the day. Summer vacation is not the time to perfect your couch
potato skills!

Summer Adventure Idea: Visit one of the many historic homes,
cemeteries or battle memorials all around us. Old graveyards and homes
can be a fascinating place to discover the history of where you live.

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at www.
facebook.com/thinkstretch

ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

Schoolis just around the corner! Your child should be nearly finished
with all 8 weeks of lessons at this point. If your child is done, he/she
has earned a gold medal!

Take some time this week to start getting ready for school. Practice
the walk to school, find the bus stop, and update school phone
numbers. Make sure you and your child have initialed all of the
completed work in the ThinkStretch Summer Learning workbook.

Summer Adventure Idea: Take a walk on a college campus and
show your child the beauty of a college education. It can be a great
adventure to think about the future!

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at www.
facebook.com/thinkstretch

WEEK 10

ThinkStretch Summer Learning Program Update

Congratulations, your child should be finished with all 8 weeks of
lessons and be ready to receive their gold medal! Take a look through
the ThinkStretch Summer workbook and make sure each lesson is
complete and that you and your student have initialed pages 2 and 3.

Students who keep up their school year skills over the summer return
to school confident and prepared to learn. You have done a fantastic
job keeping your student learning all summer long.

Summer Adventure Idea: Start a family tradition for the weekend
before school starts. Have a picnic, see a summer movie, make dinner
together, run through the sprinklers. Whatever it is, it will be special if
you do it every year!

LIKE US! on facebook for daily summer fun activities at www.
facebook.com/thinkstretch
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