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Tips for Successful Playground Study Sessions

1.	 Choose both a day time and an evening time for each week to reach more students.

2.	 Keep the weekdays consistent for the entire summer.

3.	 Do not hold playground study sessions the week of the 4TH of July.  

4.	 Solicit volunteers with your school’s preferred methods.

5.	 Encourage volunteers to sign up for two or more weeks. 

6.	 Host a volunteer orientation session. 
Use the Playground Volunteer Guide to answer parent’s questions and establish a pattern to playground sessions.

7.	 Do not be disappointed if you have a low turn out. 
Your child will be able to complete his work while you are there and you will have been available if a child needed 
you. Remember, playground study sessions are optional for the student!

8.	 Ask, Beg, Cajole teachers into attending one session.
It is very exciting for students to see teachers over the summer. If you know which session teachers will be 
attending, you can include that on a flyer to encourage students to attend.

HOST THE PLAYGROUND SESSION IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
PLAYGROUND OR COURTYARD OF YOUR LOW-INCOME 

STUDENTS’ HOUSING. One school had nearly 90% of their 
low-income students complete the summer learning book 
with this strategy.

OFFER A STIPEND TO TEACHERS TO ATTEND THE 
PLAYGROUND SESSIONS AT SCHOOL OR IN A 

NEIGHBORHOOD. This, combined with advertising the 
teacher’s attendance, brought more students to the 
playground.

WORK WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY CENTER 

TO HELP STUDENTS COMPLETE THEIR BOOKS. Introduce the 
Summer Learning Books to the local community center, 
daycare facility, and other care providers.  Some schools 
have donated books to their local community center so 
that all the children at the center will have weekly study 
time. By doing this, the students at your school do not 
feel different and are more likely to complete their books.

PLAYGROUND INNOVATIONS

If you develop an innovative way to support students over the summer, please let us know 
at ThinkStretch.com. Your ideas are valuable. 
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